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ABSTRACT:

The study aimed to reveal the features of
women's education in both Islamic and Western
civilizations, using the comparative historical analytical
method based on a review of previous literature.. The
study relied on primary sources, namely the Holy Qur'an
and the Prophetic Hadiths, in addition to Arabic and
foreign references, with the aim of extracting the
features of women's education systems, their stages,
patterns, scientific fields, and the places and institutions
where women had learning opportunities. The study
reviewed women's education in Islamic and Western
civilizations (ancient and medieval) in terms of its
objectives, systems, stages, patterns, scientific fields,
controls, and educational institutions. The study showed
that women's education in Islamic civilization was broad
and comprehensive, covering both religious and worldly
matters, and progressing through multiple educational
stages and patterns. It encompassed both religious and
worldly fields of education, including religious sciences,
language, literature, economics, medicine, nursing, and
obstetrics. It also demonstrated the existence of clear
controls for women's education in Islamic civilization,
encompassing religious, behavioral, and methodological
aspects, as well as flexible educational institutions that
included homes, mosques, education among women,
and scientific trips led by blind men, with some female
scholars undertaking educational journeys. The results
revealed that the goals and objectives of women's
education in ancient and medieval Western civilizations
were limited to specific aspects, whether religious
within monasteries and church services, or domestic and
social, to prepare women for their family roles.
Advanced education was only available to women of the
aristocratic classes. The scope and content of education
focused on social etiquette, domestic skills, reading,
writing, and music for the aristocracy or nuns, with
individual exceptions in philosophy and medicine.
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